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Map of Switzerland with the locations of Egyptian collections: Around forty museums throughout Switzerland hold a total of over 30,000 
ancient Egyptian artefacts. At the end of the 1990s, most of these were neither studied nor published.
Illustration: A. Küffer/R. Siegmann, “Unter dem Schutz der Himmelsgöttin” (2007); Yellow: Museums participating in the Swiss Coffin Project in 2007.



In the 1990s, the Egyptologist Renate Siegmann began to study Egyptian coffins in Switzerland, including the double coffin 
with the mummy of the priest's daughter Schepeniset in the Stiftsbibliothek St. Gallen/Abbey Library of St. Gall. 
Shepeniset’s coffin ensemble was the first Egyptian burial equipment to arrive in Switzerland in 1820.
Photo: K. Michel/D. Ammann. Die Toten reden doch – Das Schweizer Sargprojekt (GEO-Magazin, 05/2008).



At the same time, Alexandra Küffer was working on the coffin ensemble of an anonymous lady for a special exhibition at 
the Bernisches Historisches Museum in Bern. Studying these richly painted coffins sparked her interest in researching 
Egyptian collections in Switzerland. The photo was taken in the museum’s former storage room in 1995.
Photo: Th.Psota/BHM.



The study of the coffin ensembles from Bern and St. Gallen led to the first comprehensive publications on ancient Egyptian coffins in 
Switzerland: “Das Sargensemble einer Noblen aus Theben” by Alexandra Küffer and Marc Renfer (1996) and “Schepenese – Die ägyptische 
Mumie der Stiftsbibliothek St. Gallen” by Peter Müller and Renate Siegmann (1998). 



Research into Egyptian collections in Swiss museums led to the founding of the Swiss Coffin Project (SCP) in 2004 with the aim of 
documenting, studying and publishing the ancient Egyptian burial equipment in Switzerland. The picture shows the coffin of 
Gemtues in the Musée Historique Vevey being prepared for the photo session in 2005.
© Musée historique Vevey; Photo: M. Schwarzenbach/Swiss Coffin Project.



In 2007, the volume “Unter dem Schutz der Himmelsgöttin” (“Under the Protection of the Sky Goddess”) 
appeared, presenting a selection of coffins from 16 Swiss museums and collections.
Photo: Swiss Coffin Project.



The book launch took place at the University Library of Bern in 
August 2007 and attracted a large audience. 
Photos: S. Honegger/Swiss Coffin Project.



In the following years, numerous articles on the SCP’s research were published in scientific 
journals. Thanks to the expressive pictures taken by the project's photographers Maja Schwarzen-
bach and Peter Ekel (pmimage.ch), the SCP even made it onto the front page several times. 
Photos: M. Schwarzenbach & P. Ekel/Swiss Coffin Project.



As more museums joined in, the website www.e-coffins.ch was created in 2012 to present newly studied objects. 
Please note: The e-coffins website was replaced by www.swiss-coffin-project.ch at the end of 2021. All e-coffins contributions 
have been transferred to the new website and can be found under “SCP Articles”.



The hitherto little-known Egyptian collections in Swiss museums are also presented at international conferences. 
Left: Renate Siegmann at the “First Vatican Coffin Conference” in Rome in 2013; right: Alexandra Küffer at the “Tage der Ägyptologie” in Brenkhausen 
(Germany) in 2019. 
Photos: Musei Vaticani; Daniela Rutica/Tage der Ägyptologie.



In 2019, nearly 30 museums were involved in the SCP and an expanded and updated edition of the publication “Unter dem Schutz der 
Himmelsgöttin“ was planned. It will be released in several volumes in the new series “SCP Publications“. To kick off the new project 
phase, the website www.swiss-coffin-project.ch and new project logos were created, inspired by motifs on coffins from the 21st dynasty 
in Swiss collections.
Logos: Sa. Honegger (Datenhaus)/Swiss Coffin Project.



Due to the pandemic-related closures of all museums and institutions, work on the new phase of the SCP project could only 
start in autumn 2021. The picture shows the cartonnage coffin of Lady Tahai which is being photographed in detail for the first 
time at the Antikenmuseum Basel in November 2021.
© Antikenmuseum & Sammlung Ludwig Basel; Photo: A. Küffer/Swiss Coffin Project.



The “SCP Publications” series will also feature 
fragments of coffins and mummy coverings. 
There are many such pieces to be found in 
Swiss museums and they've been neglected in 
research so far, e.g. (clockwise from top left) 
the mask of an anonymous man (© Museum 
Aargau, Lenzburg), cartonnage fragments of 
“mummy shoes” (© Bally Museum, Schönen-
werd), the coffin fragment of an anoynmous 
woman (© Kunstmuseum Solothurn) and the 
cartonnage fragment of an anonymous person 
(© Musée cantonal d’archéologie et d’histoire 
Lausanne).
All photos: A. Küffer & S. Honegger/Swiss Coffin 
Project.



Some photos of the latest work in progress (end of 2024):
Volume I of the “SCP Publications” series will present the 
coffins from the Cache-tomb of Bab el-Gasus in 
Switzerland that were given to the Swiss Federal Council 
by the Khedive Abbas Hilmi II in 1893. Alexandra Küffer, 
the author of the volume, is currently studying the coffin 
of an anonymous man in the Appenzell Museum; Daniela 
Rutica is creating drawings of all the scenes and 
inscriptions and Katharina Stövesand is preparing the 
facsimiles and transliterations of the hieroglyphs.
Photos: M. Schwarzenbach; Drawings: D. Rutica; Facsimiles and 
transliterations: K. Stövesand (all: Swiss Coffin Project).
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